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The Drug Enforcement
Administration’s primary mission
is to enforce the nation's federal
drug laws. But DEA also has

a responsibility to educate the
public about the dangers and
consequences of drug use based
on facts and scientific evidence.

DEA is especially concerned
about marijuana use and its
negative consequences among
youth and young adults. This
publication provides an overview
of marijuana use among this
population; physical, academic,
and social consequences; tips
for how to get involved to prevent
marijuana use among youth and
young adults; and federal

resources to assist in your efforts.

SCOPE OF THE ISSUE

Marijuana Use Among
Youth and Young Adults
in the United States

The percentage of students who reported using
marijuana (in all forms, including smoking and vaping)
within the past year decreased significantly for eighth,
10th, and 12th grade students.’

v Eighth graders: 7.1% reported using marijuana in
the past year in 2021, compared to 11.4% in 2020

v/ 10th graders: 17.3% reported using marijuana in
the past year in 2021, compared to 28.0% in 2020

v/ 12th graders: 30.5% reported using marijuana in
the past year in 2021, compared to 35.2% in 2020

Marijuana Use Among
College Students and
Other Young Adults

e Daily marijuana use increased in 2020 to an all-time high
among U.S. college students over the past four decades.?

e In 2020, daily marijuana use increased to 7.9% among
19- to 22-year-old full-time college students, a significant
increase of 3.3 percentage points over the past 5 years.?

* |n 2020, 13% of young adults not in college used
marijuana on a daily basis.?

¢ In 2020, 21% of young adults aged 19-22 perceived
regular use of marijuana as carrying great risk of harm,
the lowest level since 1980 when tracking of this age
group began.?



Marijuana and Cannabis

People often use the words cannabis and marijuana
interchangeably, but they don’t mean exactly the same thing.

e Cannabis refers to all products derived from salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of such
the plant Cannabis Sativa L. The cannabis plant, its seeds, or resin with more than 0.3%
plant contains over 550 chemical substances.? delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (delta-9 THC) on

) -
e Marijuana means all parts of the plant Cannabis a dry weight basis.

Sativa L., whether growing or not; the seeds A group of substances found in the cannabis
thereof; the resin extracted from any part of plant fall under a class called cannabinoids
such plant; and every compound, manufacture, (i.e., delta-9 THC).2

KNOW THE FACTS

Marijuana is addictive.

e Research suggests up to 30% of those who * People who begin using marijuana before age
use marijuana may develop some degree of 18 are four to seven times more likely than
marijuana use disorder.* adults to develop a marijuana use disorder.*

Marijuana has short-
and long-term effects
on the brain.

e When marijuana is smoked, the mind-altering
chemical THC quickly passes from the lungs
into the bloodstream.*

e The blood then carries the chemical to the
brain and other organs throughout the body.*

e The body absorbs THC more slowly when the
person eats or drinks it. In that case, they generally
feel the effects after 30 minutes to 1 hour.*

e When people begin using marijuana as teenagers,
the drug may impair thinking, memory, and
learning functions.’




Marijuana use can have a wide
range of physical and mental effects.
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Marijuana is
unsafe if you are
behind the wheel.

e Research shows that marijuana use affects
skills required for safe driving, such as
judgment, coordination, and reaction time.®

e Physical effects include breathing problems,
increased heart rate, problems with child
development during and after pregnancy;
and intense nausea and vomiting.*

e Long-term marijuana use has been linked to
mental illness in some people, such as temporary
hallucinations, temporary paranoia, and worsening
symptoms in patients with schizophrenia.*

e Marijuana makes it hard to judge distances
and react to signals and sounds on the road.’

 As with any psychoactive drug, impaired
driving can cause deadly vehicle crashes.’

Marijuana is linked to problems in school.

e Marijuana use affects attention, memaory, and
learning skills, which can last for days and
sometimes weeks, depending on how often
it is used.’®

e Students who use marijuana are more likely not to
finish high school or get a college degree, compared
with their peers who don’t use marijuana.’

e Marijuana also affects timing, movement, and
coordination, which can harm athletic performance.




Exposure to higher THC
levels means a greater
chance of a harmful reaction.

* Higher THC levels may explain the rise in emergency room
visits involving marijuana use.’

* Marijuana can be mixed in food (i.e., edibles), such as
brownies, cookies, or candy, or infused in a beverage.
Edibles take longer to digest and produce a high, so people
may consume more to feel the effects faster, leading to
dangerous results.’

* Higher THC levels may mean a greater risk for addiction
if people are regularly exposing themselves to high doses.’
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* THC is the main mind-altering
chemical in marijuana.’

» Marijuana contains more than
900 chemicals, including more
than 100 compounds that are
similar to THC.®

e The amount of THC in
marijuana determines its
potency and how it can affect
the body.°

* In 1995, the THC content in
confiscated cannabis samples
was approximately 4%; in
2019, it was more than 14%.5

“But It’s Legal Now, Right? No.”

» Federal law states that marijuana in any form
(e.g., smoked or edible) is not legal for medical
or recreational use.

e Under the Controlled Substances Act,
marijuana is classified as a Schedule | drug,
meaning it has:

v no currently accepted medical use in the U.S.,

v a lack of accepted safety for use under
medical supervision, and

v a high potential for abuse.














